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have been opened up for foreign trade and their main exports
arc silk and tea and cotton. Curiously enough, there is no export
of opium. Chinese emperors have tried to protect their people
against this unfortunate habit-forming drug which began to be
used in the seventeenth century. Their objection to its importation
from India led to the war with Great Britain in 1840. After a
second war fifteen years later China was compelled to legalize the
importation of opium, and the cultivation of the poppy was per-
mitted. In 1907 she entered into an agreement with India whereby
she undertook that within ten years the cultivation of the poppy
and the consumption of opium should cease throughout China,
and India agreed to forbid the export of opium to China within the
same period. As a result, China had almost freed herself from the
noxious habit by 1917, but unfortunately as a result of political
laxity in recent years the production of opium in China has again
become a national and international problem.
As for railways, the Chinese fought the idea longer than any
other nation because, with their respect for the memory of their
parents and ancestors, they feared to upset the peaceful slumbers
of these departed worthies when the engines should come thunder-
ing down the roads of iron. The few miles built in 1875 between
Shanghai and Wu Sung, its harbour, caused such a storm of
protest that they were immediately discontinued. And even to-day
the Chinese railways describe wide circles round all cemeteries.
Still, there arc now over 7000 miles of railway in actual use, and
the bridge across the Hwang-Ho near Tsi-nan is one of the biggest
railway bridges in the world.
As for China's foreign trade, almost 30 per cent is still in the
hands of England and her colonies.
When the earliest ancestors of the Chinese dimly emerged from
the nebulous realm of the past, they were already living on the
yellow earth along the banks of the Hwang-Ho, north-west from
the heart of the present China. The fertile loess fields must have
been very desirable in the eyes of an agricultural people. Further-
most it also settled the housing problem, for it allowed a man to
dig himself a comfortable litdc home in the side of a convenient
hill and not bother about draughty walls or aroof that leaked.